Hello friends and families!
Welcome and welcome back to our summer program! We hope everyone is excited as we are, we have a fun filled Summer planned and can’t wait to get started! I’m trying something a little bit different this year. In years past I have sent out a mass email prior to the start of camp with much of this information. Instead, this year I have put together this “brochure” so you can access this information at any time! This has been made using FAQs we get each Summer so hopefully this is able to answer most of the questions you may have. Please reach out if you have any other questions or think of something I missed!
See you soon!
                                                 Sean
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Camp Contact Information
Camp Email- summercamp@northgreenbush.gov
(Please be aware that this is a new email, we are moving from our old gmail to a secure .gov address)
Camp Phone- (518) 285-0562 (call and text enabled)
Address - 204 Geiser Road Wynantskill, NY 12198 (we are neighbors with Camp Scully, we are the parking lot with the green gate shack NOT the long driveway)
Director Staff
Camp Director - Jill
Asst. Camp Director – Andrew & Kara
Medical Directors – Jordyn & Dani
Water Safety Instructor - Emily
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AM Bus Stops
We will have 3 buses this Summer, each bus will have 2 stops each day (location of stops can be found on camper registration form). Counselors will arrive at stops at 8:15 each morning, if you need to drop your camper(s) off please sign them in with the counselor, but you are always more than welcome to wait for the bus with your camper(s). Please have your camper at their stop by 8:30 each morning to ensure they do not miss the bus. But if that happens don't worry, you can always still come to drop them off at the camp!
AM Drop Off
Please drop off your campers at the lake by 8:50, when buses are pulling in the entrance and exit will be blocked until they have safely parked. We begin unloading buses at 9 (or earlier if it's a hot one) each morning and no cars will be allowed to enter OR exit until this is done for the safety of our staff and campers, please plan accordingly. Additionally, the area along the road is a "No Parking Zone", that corner is difficult to see coming both ways, please refrain from leaving your car in this area. If we have begun unloading when you arrive, we ask that you drive past and come back, I understand that this is mildly inconvenient but as always safety is our #1 priority and that includes!
Mid-Day Drop Off
If you are dropping off after we head down the hill in the morning, please walk your camper down and a counselor or director will help you find their group. ANY LATE DROP OFFS MUST BE SIGNED IN BY A STAFF MEMBER. Don't worry, this will only take a moment! If you are dropping a camper off on a trip day, please reach out and we will let you know if there’s still time for them to make it!
Mid-Day Pickup
If you are picking up prior to the end of the day, please speak with a counselor from their group. DO NOT PICK UP A CAMPER WITHOUT SIGNING THEM OUT. If a camper leaves without signing out, as far as we know they are MISSING. 
PM Buses
We try to have our buses pulling out of our parking lot at 3:00. You can expect the bus to arrive at the stops by 3:15 (this can vary depending on traffic and weather) with campers and a counselor. When picking up at the bus stop, please sign your camper(s) out with the staff assigned to their stop. If any buses are running particularly late, we will post updates via our Facebook page (Town of North Greenbush Summer Camp & Recreation).
PM Pickup
Like the morning, we will close off the entrance and exit when we begin loading the buses. If you want to ensure you are out before then, please pick up your camper by 2:50 each day (2:55 is when we close the entrance). Once we finish loading and the buses depart, normal traffic will resume. If you arrive after buses begin loading, please be patient and do not block the driveway/road, our buses need to be able to pull out in both directions on Geiser Road.
What to Bring? (Backpacks Highly Recommended)
Campers should be sent to camp either in a bathing suit with a dry change of clothes packed or vice versa, as well as something to put the wet clothes in. Campers will NOT be allowed on the bus in the afternoon if they are wet, so make sure they have something other than just the bathing suit they are wearing. And don't forget a towel! A plastic bag is recommended for transporting wet clothes.
We are a mainly outdoor Summer Camp! While we have our indoor rec room, most of our day will be spent outside in the sunshine (fingers crossed). We ask that you go over the importance of wearing and reapplying sunscreen with your camper(s). We do our best to stay on top of it but it's helpful if the younger ones especially already know this, so we aren't teaching it to them merely reinforcing. Please send your camper with sunscreen (spray if possible!) and if they need assistance our medical director will help them apply it.
Campers should bring a packed lunch each day and a reusable water bottle, with how hot it can get water is very important in making sure your camper(s) stay safe and have fun. We have bottled water available at our concession stand ($1), but these are NOT provided, we have several water fountains and a bottle fill station at our facility that can be used to refill bottles. Our concession stand also does not have food that constitutes a meal, please do not send campers with money thinking they will be able to purchase a full lunch.
Technology, valuables, and toys from home are allowed at camp but please be aware that the Town of North Greenbush is not responsible for any lost, stolen, or damaged property. Camp is held in a public park; campers need to be aware of their belongings and make sure they put things away in their bags when not in use. We will do our best to help locate any lost/stolen property but cannot guarantee success. Our main area is also a covered pavilion with an epoxy floor, if they drop their phones on the floor they will break/scratch. It happens almost every summer so please consider this when packing for campers.

Concession Stand
As previously mentioned, we do have a concession stand open to campers during the day. Again, this does not serve "food", it is just beverages, ice cream, and candy/snacks. All items are priced in increments of 25₵, this is a great opportunity for campers (younger ones especially) to get experience in handling money and making purchases with amounts that they can easily understand

Food Caterings
As with last Summer, we are partnering with Chick-Fil-A to offer the kids a treat to look forward to on Fridays! For the fans of Subway, don’t worry, they’ll be back next year ready to go! 
At the beginning of each week, a food order form will be sent home that details the available options as well as the price. These orders are optional, and you may still send your camper with a bagged lunch if you are not interested. These will be due Wednesday each week. Money and orders are delivered to the store following the end of camp on Wednesday. PLEASE SEND YOUR CAMPER WITH EXACT CHANGE IN AN ENVELOPE OR CLOSABLE BAG, THIS IS CASH ONLY, WE CANNOT ACCEPT CHECKS. These will be delivered to camp on Fridays and handed out to campers. If your camper won't be there that Friday, please do not send in an order form as we may not be able to refund after dropping off the orders and payment to the businesses. If an unplanned absence occurs, please contact us immediately so we can work something out. 

Medications/Medical Items
Any medical items or conditions must be reported to our medical directors, if you did not mention something on/with your registration it is important that we are made aware ASAP. This includes medications, allergies, and anything else that will help us provide the best Summer for your camper(s). 
Campers cannot carry their own medication during camp hours. All medications must be stored and locked in the medical office and will be administered by our Registered Nurse at the prescribed time. *THIS IS HEAVILY REGULATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH* Please include any directions for the medication(s) on a separate sheet of paper
EpiPens will be held in the grade bag of their group, this bag is always with their group leader. 
Inhalers may remain with the camper unless you would prefer us to store it.
Please send any items in a bag/container, along with any necessary directions, with the camper's first and last name on the OUTSIDE. All items will be returned at the conclusion of camp; if other accommodations are needed, please let us know. This can either be dropped off prior to camp at the Town Hall or given to staff on the first day of camp (they will know where it is going and get it there, but only directors will be able to answer any questions). 
Swimming
Onto the main attraction, the lake! We will be swimming every day that the weather allows, and depending on the day's schedule campers will have around an hour in the water between swim lessons and free swim. At our beachfront, the camp has one half of the beach and swim area completely to themselves and separate from public patrons of the park. 
Swimming Lessons
The Town of North Greenbush is a member of the American Red Cross’ “Learn-To-Swim” program and taught by a certified Progressive Swim Instructor. Groups will have at least two lesson blocks each week depending on scheduling and weather. While camper participation is not mandatory, it is necessary for us to be able to see improvement and development of their skills. Returning campers will need to demonstrate that they have retained their skills from previous summers.
Swim Tests
The swim test is the metric we use to determine what section that a camper is able to safely swim in. During assigned swim times they will receive a colored bracelet that indicates what section they have demonstrated ability to be in. Campers swimming out of their designated sections can be dangerous for both themselves and others, and repeated incidents may result in consequences. Every 15 minutes of swimming, a buddy check is performed where campers leave the water to be counted and ensure all are still accounted for. Please be aware that we must take these very seriously, campers who goof around during tests will not pass. A swim test will be conducted on the campers’ first day of swimming to set a baseline. 
Section 2:
1. Feet first entry into water at a depth of 3-4 ft.
2. Swim length of swim area (100ft.) on chest (no doggy-paddle)
3. Swim length of swim area (100ft.) on back
4. Exit from the water.



Section 3:
1. Feet first entry into water greater than chest deep and completely submerge
2. Tread water or back float for 1 minute 
3. Swim length of swim area (100ft.) on chest (no doggy-paddle)
4. Tread water or back float for 1 minute
5. Swim length of swim area (100ft.) on back
6. Exit from the water.
For each level, ALL tasks must be completed consecutively. If they need a break between any steps, they will have to reattempt the test from the start.These levels also help us sort campers into groups for swimming lessons, and retests will be conducted throughout the summer as progress is made in lessons. Participation in lessons is required to retest.
Field Trips
Our calendar will be posted online as soon as we have our trips finalized. Dates and activities on this calendar are subject to change due to weather and availability. If trips are cancelled for weather, we will do our best to reschedule  Campers will be sent home with reminder slips prior to any trips detailing where we are going, and if any specific things need to be brought. It is important that you check campers’ bags frequently, you'd be amazed how many sheets you find at the bottom of their bags after they "didn't get anything" all Summer!
Trips that require signed permission slips will be sent home sooner to allow time for them to be filled out. Please read these carefully before signing as they will contain important information regarding the trip and departure/return times. 

Bus Etiquette
Over the past few summers, we have had an increase in spills, messes, and general disruptiveness on our buses. Please take a moment to go over the following with your camper(s) before the start of camp.
· Seatbelts should always be worn properly
· Help your bus driver keep the bus clean and safe, NO food should be out on the bus at any time, and the only open beverage should be water
· Behavior at camp should be extended onto the bus. This includes refraining from throwing anything, shouting, horseplay, use of inappropriate or abusive language or gestures
· Treat the driver and other campers on the bus in the same manner that you would want to be treated
· If you wouldn’t do it in the car, you shouldn’t do it on the bus
· Always be respectful and courteous
· ALWAYS listen to the bus driver 
· Failure to follow these rules may result in disciplinary actions and possible loss of bus privileges
· If items are left on the bus, please let us know ASAP so we can get them back!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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